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Executive Summary

The 2024-2025 season for Penguin Rescue NZ was marked by both significant
challenges and notable achievements in wildlife conservation. The team faced a surge
in chick mortality, particularly in November, due to diseases such as Gyrovirus,
diphtheria, and malaria. Despite these setbacks, 33 chicks were successfully fledged
through natural means, rehabilitation, and the OPERA program. Intensive care was
provided to 52 penguins in total with up to 24 penguins at peak times. Daily feeding
routines lasted up to 90 minutes. Habitat restoration efforts continued with native tree
planting, predator control, and maintenance of nest boxes and solar panels, all whilst
battling environmental threats like coastal erosion and marine heatwaves.

Community engagement remained strong, with 7,862 volunteer hours contributed and
ongoing partnerships with DOC and Mt Cook Alpine Salmon. Leadership and operations
were sustained under Rosalie. Financially, the organization operated at a deficit of
$8,420, with total income of $23,257 and expenditures of $31,677. Predator trapping
efforts were robust, capturing 380 animals including rats, possums, and ferrets. Overall,
the season highlighted the resilience and dedication of Penguin Rescue NZ in protecting
endangered species and preserving their coastal habitats.
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Key highlights

&, Wildlife Health & Rescue

e Chick mortality was a major concern, especially in November 2024, with over 40 chicks
sent to the Wildlife Hospital.

e Gyrovirus and diptheria risks prompted early chick transfers and changes in handling
protocols.

¢ Malaria treatment was administered to penguins including at Kawariki Bay.
~ Penguin Care & Breeding
e Penguins began nesting and claiming boxes from September onward.
e Moulting season in March 2025 saw many penguins grumpy and refusing food.

e Upto 24 penguins were in care at peak times, with feeding routines taking up to 90
minutes daily.

« Habitat Restoration

o Continuous tree planting of native species like Ngaio, Ake Ake, and cabbage trees.

o Nest box maintenance, predator control, and path re-graveling were regular tasks.

e Solar panelissues due to overgrowth were addressed to maintain monitoring systems.
[, Environmental Conditions

e Storms, erosion, and marine heatwaves posed challenges throughout the year.

e Keepers Bay lost up to 1 meter of coastline due to erosion.

¢ Seasonal changes brought fungi blooms, early flowering, and wildlife migrations.
if Community Engagement & Operations

e Collaboration with DOC, volunteers, and sponsors like Mt Cook Alpine Salmon,
Moeraki Tavern social group and HCE.

e Celebrations included Matariki, a PhD achievement, and personal milestones.
%, Other Wildlife
o Observationsincluded seal pups, sea lions, kereru, titi, gulls, and shags.

o Dog footprints raised concerns about wildlife safety near Karatane Wharf.
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Appendices

Penguin Breeding & Rehab Season Summary

Category

Total Nests 36 (Katiki: 21, Okahau: 11, Bluffs: 4)
Nests with Infertile Eggs 3 nests with 2 infertile eggs each

Chicks Fledged Naturally

N
o

Chicks Fledged via Rehab 9 (1 returned injured from Timaru)

Chicks Fledged via OPERA

N

wW
(2]

Total Chicks Fledged
Fledging Ratio 0.92
Chick Deaths in Care 1 (due to Malaria)

Juveniles in Rehab 5 (including Bruno, mostly in care his first year)

w

Juvenile Deaths

Adults in Rehab

N
N

Adult Deaths

N

Heaviest Chick 6.6 kg (part of a pair)

Recent Underweight Fledglings 3 (2 with old injuries, 1 with Malaria)
Found

f\ Volunteer hours ‘P\ Trapping summary
Annual total =7862 4 FTEs
(Rat NN
Possum [T
&
33
H_ Penguins in rehabilitation =52 31
Speci 22
pecies:
14
e Yellow-eyed penguin 47 % 5
e Erectcrested 5 _ 7
Age: RN seo
e Adult 27
e Chick 10
e Juvenile 15
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Penguin Welfare Advocacy and Total spend
research
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$ 31,677.31
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