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Katiki Point, just south of Moeraki, is under pressure as tourists, including freedom
campers, damage the environment and disrupt the penguins’ breeding cycles. Reporter
Hamish MacLean investigates.

Penguin colony

MAINLAND New fealand's
largest vellow-eyed penguin
colony isin “dire” need of
protection from crowds of
torists, and a Lourism
operation at Katiki Point could
he the zalution.

Penguin Rescue manager
Roaalie Goldsworthy said the
hirds at Katiki Point, near
Moeraki, had a poor brecding
season last year and were under
increasing pressure foom
tourists. Controlling visitors was
& key to their survival, she zaid,

"People are visiting here in
hordes.

"Saving Lthe species from
extinction on the mainland is
going to take resources. And one
obwvicus way to resource it is by
having a tourist destination
here as long as it has the dual
purpsse of providing an
experience for the tourist and
protecting the penguins from
the onzlaught ol uncontrolled
tourism.™

Starting with two breeding
pairs al Katiki Point in 18081,
Penguin Rescue had improved
the habitat and the health of the
population significantly. Twa
years ago the penguin
population resched o high of 34
breeding pairs at the North
(Magd oolomny.

Mrs Goldsworthy said Eatiki
Point was under the same
Ermun: as many of New

ealand's scenic areas.

Tourists, including freedom
campers, were damaging the
environment — and
inadvertently killing penguing

The number of bresding pairs
dropped Lo 25,

“Tourists are not bad people
but they have come all the way
from the States or from
Germany and there's only a
couple of metres separating
them from the penguins forget
the zoom on the camera., they
want ta get elose and i’z killing
[penguins).

“It nesds to happen. It needs
to happen before August or the
next breeding cyele will be
dizrupted.” Mrs Goldsworthy
=aid. “We can't alford another
season like the last one.”

Waltaki Mayor Gary Kircher
agrecd that a tourism eperation
could benefit the birds

He zaid Penguin Rescue had

mr——

made "a huge effort .. . over
many years" but as the number
of birds grew, so did tourlst
numbers.

“They've done a really good
job, but the casual tourism that
s growing there . . . and there’s
very little control d:nl‘l:he people
ﬁmg thers and th

reatening the im:
themselves, their habitat That's

At risk .

an igsue that needs to be dealt
with,” Mr Kircher said.

A tourism operation would
bring "sustainability in a
numbser of ways™,

"Fundamentally it helps 1o
control the impact of touwrism
and it actually provides the
financial sustainability a.t'l:nund

looking aiter the Iﬂbengulns
He pointed to the commereial

and envireonmental sueeess of

the Oamaru Blue Penguin
Colony run by Tourism Waitaki.
Camary Elue Penguin Colony
mering biologist Philippa
Agnew said she would support
“regulated tourlsm” to protect
the birds..
“The science lsipnﬂ ]
sil ppartive of the fact that
lE?IllE‘tEli tourism is better for
wildlife than unregulated

Euhtrming wigitars is a key 1o the surull.rai of the punguln

p-npllatl:m. says Penguin Rescue manager Rosalie Goldsworthy,
P OOT HLES

tourism —there’s a lot of
resEareh 1o show thatl, So,
deﬁn:ite]%"

Katiki Point iz largely Ngai
Tahu land under the customary
careof Te Runanga o Moaeraki
with about 2ha of public
conservation land managed by
the Deparfment of
Conservallon.

Upoko Runaka o Moeraki
David Higgins said managing

at mercy of v

the tourist numbers had been
difficult at Katiki Point, but his
concern was really the
preservation of Te Rakaa
Hineatea Pa site where some of
the penguins had established
nests,

The runanga’s immediate goal
was for planting and the
creation of footpaths to mitigate
the damage the crowds were
daoing at the historie pa at Katiki
Pn-lnt,"redlrﬁ:tirg foot traffic
go that they don' Lstomp all over
those sacred places”.

“Tt's really difl‘lcu]t, but moat
of the tourists don't want to go
and see a pa site; most of the
tourists want to go and see a

pEnEUin

'Eﬁle beest way to redirest -
tuunu1t.5 s of eourse, I::heith&r

anting trees or pu w
?lmcus nat n&cmnrm'nfn I?ml
order.”

He said the runanga had a
team locking at "all the
pogsibllities” with Doc.

“Carefully looking at
possibllities down there at the
rioment— and not just
commercial possibilities —all
the possibilities that may exist.

The runanga had beaen in
discussion with the couneil and
Doc about toilet facilities over
"“g range of areas” including the
Moeraki boulders reserve.

"Moot unlike the council we are
very concerned about human
waste and that sorl of material
bell&! left in different areas."” he
5a

Do CoastalDtago distriet
genior ranger community
Micheal Morrizon pointed (oa
Joint Waitaki Drstrict Council
annual plan submiseion by Do,
Te Runanga o Moeraki and Te
Runanga o Ngai Tahu. The
submizsion indieated
comprehensive archasological,
botanical and visitor surveys
were underway.

Signage, a rerouting of the
entrance track, the
maintenance of walking tracks
and installing a waharoa
[entrance way) were goals for
the thres partners.

‘The submizsion also ealled for
# lockable gate on Lighthouse
Rd on the way to the Katiki
Point car park and a new public
todlet facility at the car park.

hamish.maclean@edt cone
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Under pressura ‘I'h- rulln; ;'fﬁ pmgul-n pnpulu'lbnn at mainland Mew Zealand's llr-nnt wlw-r-wid
penguin colony has dropped to about 70 birds this year. PINIE: 207 ALES



